
 

 

The Colonial Master Gardener 

Next Monthly Meeting: 
 

Nov.  4,   9 a.m. ,   

Wil l iamsburg Regional Library;  

Laura Viancour,  Coordinator of  Garden 

Programs,  Colonial Wil l iamsburg 

Foundat ion,  on “ Use of  Herbs”  

P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  J C C / W M A S T E R  G A R D E N E R  A S S O C I A T I O N  &  

V I R G I N I A  C O O P E R A T I V E  E X T E N S I O N               

November 2010 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

BY LINDA LUCAS 

Fal l  has been good t o us,  making up a bit  for t he brut al 

summer.   But  t he carved pumpkins at  t he f ront  door are a 

sure sign t hat  t he year is winding down…j ust  as MGs are 

gearing up for 2011.  Barb Landa and Carol Fryer are busy 

organizing t raining for t he Class of  2011.  Regist rat ion is 

open unt i l  Oct ober 31st .  The t raining class wil l  be of fered 

on Mondays and Wednesdays next  year t o al low t rainees 

and al l  involved in t he t raining class t he opport unit y t o 

at t end our mont hly meet ings.  Many of  you have 

comment ed on t he excel lent  qual it y of  t he programs we 

have each mont h.  Our t hanks go t o t he Educat ion 

Commit t ee for present ing us wit h such int erest ing speakers 

on a wide variet y of  t opics.  They are wel l  int o t he new  

year wit h t heir program plans but  are always open t o 

suggest ions.  

Proj ect  chairs and volunt eers are evaluat ing t his year’ s 

ef fort s t o ensure t hat  t hey are st i l l  on t arget ,  t o see 

what  improvement s might  be made and t o det ermine 

budget  needs for 2011.  Share your comment s and ideas 

wit h t he chairs so our proj ect s can be even more 

relevant  and ef fect ive in t he coming year.   

 

If  Claire Brit cher’ s t alk on cot t age gardens at  our 

Oct ober meet ing has you t hinking along t hose l ines,  Pat  

Rat hke suggest s inst ant  grat if icat ion wit h a pict ure of  

t he pat hway garden behind Shield’ s Tavern,  t he original 

paint ed by local art ist  Richard E.  DePaul and f i l led wit h 

Dames Rocket ,  Japanese Iris,  Sweet  Wil l iam and Forget -

me-not s.  She wil l  bring her print  t o show at  t he 

November 4t h meet ing.  See you t hen.   

PROPOSED NEW PROJECT 

BY JEANNE MILLIN, VP PROJECTS 

 

At  t he MG meet ing on November 4,  JCC Mast er Gardeners 

wil l  be asked t o vot e on a new ‘ School Gardens’  

proj ect .   This proj ect  wil l  consol idat e al l  t he various school 

garden proj ect s previously coordinat ed under t he 

‘ Incredible Edibles’  program.    

 

If  approved,  t his proj ect  wi l l  coordinat e t he gardening 

advice  MG’ s are current ly providing t o W/ JCC schools under 

one proj ect  chair.    Roger Evans has agreed t o coordinat e 

t his new proj ect  and Genrose Lashinger wil l   Co-Chair.  

 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL MARKET YEAR! 

BY SALLY SISSEL 

 

Thanks t o al l  fel low Mast er Gardeners and int erns who 

helped make t he 2010 Farmers’  Market  a success.  For t he 

past  six mont hs,  everyone volunt eering for t he Market  did 

a superb j ob—all  showed up on t ime,  ready and wil l ing t o 

help set  up and st ayed t o help t ear down.  The t heme and 

t urf  t ables were wel l  manned wit h wonderful  informat ion 

and handout s for t he publ ic.    

 

A special t hank you t o Dan Tevl in and John Gif f in who 

fait hful ly picked up t he t ent s and needed suppl ies (at  t he 

crack of  dawn!) and del ivered t hem back t o st orage at  

Market ’ s end.  

 

Speaking of  st orage,  maj or t hanks t o al l  of  you for vot ing 

t o fund t he new st orage shed at  Mat t ey’ s Garden.  Bot h 

Mat t ey’ s and t he Market  are real ly benef it ing f rom t he new 

building.  We especial ly appreciat e it s proximit y t o 

Merchant s’  Square.  

 

Come next  April ,  I wil l  be,  once again,  recruit ing.  My 

mast er plan is always t o have one “ real”  MG and 2 int erns 

at  each market ,  so when I put  out  t he cal l ,  I hope you wil l  

consider volunt eering for one of  t he 13 market s.  
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MG Board 

 

President :  

Linda Lucas 

 

VP Proj ect s:  

Jeanne Mil l in 

 

VP Int ernal  Ed:  

Jerry Babski  
 

VP Administ rat ion:  

Margene Hart sough  

 

Secret ary:  

Pat  Janot  

 

Treasurer:  

Linda Wever  

 

VMGA Reps:  

Marilyn Riddle and 

Angela Cingale  

 

Past  President :  

Dave Banks  

 

Co-op Ext  Rep:  

Doris Heat h 

564-2170 

 

The MG Board meet s 

on t he t hird Friday of  

each mont h,  at  9:00 

am,  at  t he James 

Cit y Count y Healt h 

and Human Services 

Building,  on Olde 

Towne Road.  

 

The Board meet ings 

are open t o al l  

Mast er Gardeners,  

and al l  are 

encouraged t o 

at t end.   

INTERNAL EDUCATION 

BY HARRIET PARSONS 

We al l  have experience in growing herbs and love 

how t hey look and smell ,  but  how many of  us real ly 

use t hem? The Use of  Herbs wil l  be t he t opic for t he 

November 4t h mont hly meet ing .   Laura Viancour,  

Coordinat or of  Garden Programs,  Colonial 

Wil l iamsburg Foundat ion,  wil l  be our speaker.    

I’ m sure we wil l  learn new and int erest ing ways t o 

use herbs:   lavender soap,  rosemary ham,  oregano 

balsamic vinaigret t e anyone?  As I look over my 

landscaping I see t hat  my rosemary is blooming 

again,  t he sage is st i l l  in f lower,  t he t hyme,  oregano 

and basil  are st i l l  producing for t he salad bowl.  Al l  

in al l  t he herbs are proving t o be very drought  and 

deer resist ant .   For Christ mas I plan on making a l ive 

sage and rosemary wreat h t hat  I saw demonst rat ed 

last  year in a Colonial Wil l iamsburg workshop.  

Advanced Training:   Don’ t  forget  t o not e November 

3rd on your calendar for t he habit at  workshop for 

Mast er Gardeners  present ed by t he Mast er 

Nat ural ist s.   Meet  at  t he JCC Communit y Cent er 

f rom 8:30 a.m.  unt i l  12:30 p.m. .   

Speakers wil l  be St eve Living,  VA Depart ment  of  

Inland Game and Fisheries,  and Susan Powell ,  t he 

president  of  t he Mast er Nat ural ist  Associat ion.   A 

great  opport unit y for hours and t o expand our 

knowledge in an area t hat  af fect s us al l .   

LANDSCAPE LOVE/TURF LOVE  

TRAINING WORKSHOP 

BY ANNE NIELSEN 

Here is anot her t raining opport unit y! !   Bob Wint ers 

and I have put  t oget her a f ree t raining day on 

November 16t h in t he Rec.  Cent er,  Rooms A&B,  9 

am-12 noon.   We have invit ed t he fol lowing people 

t o speak:    Laurie Fox,  "Sust ainable Landscapes",   

Jef f  Derr,  "Common Weeds in Turf  and 

Landscape",  and Robert  Habel,  DCR Urban Nut rient  

Management  Special ist ,  speaking on Nut rient  

Management  t raining.  

  

We have purchased an excel lent  booklet  for each 

of  you which wil l  be a valuable asset  for weed ID 

when you are making home visit s.   Jef f  Derr wil l  

bring a select ion of  pot t ed weeds for us t o 

ident ify.   I know  we wil l  see a lot  of  "old f riends".   

Laurie's subj ect  wil l  help us t o make bet t er 

suggest ions t o homeowners on what  t o plant  t hat  

wil l  t hrive.   This is a great  chance t o increase your 

skil ls.  

  

Email  me t oday so t hat  your place is reserved:   

anne-mail@cox.net .  

  

We'l l  have cof fee but  we need volunt eers t o bring 

cookies,  sweet  breads,  or f ruit  t o go wit h it .   Let  

me know if  you can bring somet hing.   Looking 

forward t o seeing you t here ! !   Please sign up as 

soon as possible.  

Phot o  by  

Phil l ip Merrit t  

 

Blooming profusely in lat e aut umn,  Tal l  Goldenrod is 

unmist akable wit h t al l  plumes of  golden-yel low.  The 

small  yel low f lowers are arranged along t he upper side 

of  branches,  forming a feat hery,  pyramidal plume.   The 

plant  can grow over six feet  t al l  and wil l  self -seed 

prol if ical ly.   The downy grayish st em carries leaves t hat  

are usual ly t oot hed,  rough,  and f inely downy beneat h,  

wit h a pair of  prominent  lat eral veins.  

 

Tal l  Goldenrod can be seen along roadsides,  open 

woods,  and ot her dry open places.   This vigorous 

perennial is found across t he U.S.  and most  of  Canada,  

and in nearly every count y in Virginia.    Requiring l i t t le 

care,  Tal l  Goldenrod grows in any soil ,  dry t o moist .  It  

wil l  grow very t al l  in opt imum condit ions,  and requires 

st aking.   Several species of  bees can be seen pol l inat ing 

t he f lowers.  

 

There are a lot  of  goldenrod species in Virginia,  

many widespread and some wit h rest rict ed 

dist ribut ions.   They may have f lowers in plumes or 

in branching,  club-l ike,  slender and wand-l ike,  or 

f lat -t opped arrangement s,  depending on t he 

species.   Alt hough Goldenrods are commonly 

blamed for hay fever,  t his discomfort  is usual ly 

caused by t he pol len f rom Ragweed (Ambrosia 

spp.) which is wind-borne.   The pol len of  

Goldenrods is carried by insect s as it  is t oo heavy 

t o be airborne under ordinary circumst ances.  

NOVEMBER WILDFLOWER OF THE MONTH:   

TALL GOLDENROD, SOLIDAGO ALTISSIMA 

BY HELEN HAMILTON 
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ABOUT THE VIRGINIA MASTER GARDENERS AND VIRGINIA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION 

Virginia Mast er Gardeners are volunt eer educat ors who work wit hin t heir communit ies t o encourage and promot e environment al ly sound 

hort icul t ure pract ices t hrough sust ainable landscape management  educat ion and t raining.   As an educat ional program of  Virginia 

Cooperat ive Ext ension,  Virginia Mast er Gardeners bring t he resources of  Virginia’ s land-grant  universit ies,  Virginia Tech and Virginia St at e 

Universit y,  t o t he people of  t he commonwealt h.  

 

Ext ension is a j oint  program of  Virginia Tech,  Virginia St at e Universit y,  t he U.S.  Depart ment  of  Agricult ure,  and st at e and local 

government s.   Virginia Cooperat ive Ext ension programs and employment  are open t o al l ,  regardless of  race,  color,  nat ional origin,  sex,  

rel igion,  age,  disabil i t y,  pol it ical bel iefs,  sexual orient at ion,  or marit al  or family st at us.  An equal opport unit y/ af f irmat ive act ion employer.  

JCC/ W Master 

 Gardener Mission Statement  

 

The purpose of  t he James Cit y Count y/  Wil l iamsburg Mast er 

Gardener is t o learn,  educat e,  and  

communicat e 

 environment al ly sound  hort icul t ural  pract ices t o t he communit y.   

Trained by t he Virginia  

Cooperat ive Ext ension,  Mast er  Gardener  

volunt eers are  

commit t ed t o of f er ing inf ormat ion t o t he  

publ ic t hrough  

sust ainable landscape management   

educat ional  programs.  

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
 

The deadl ine for submission of  mat erial for 

t he December Newslet t er is  

Monday,  November 22.   

 

Please send t o Cat hy Lohwat er,  newslet t er 

edit or,  at  cathy. lohwat er@cox.net  or cal l  

757-259-1133.   

SUNSHINE NOTES 

 

If   you know a Mast er Gardener who is i l l ,  facing surgery,  

has suf fered a family loss,  or any event  in which t hat  

person might  benef it  f rom a sunshine not e,  please cont act  

t he MG Secret ary,  Pat  Janot .  She wil l  send a not e or t ake 

appropriat e act ion on behalf  on t he organizat ion.   Pat  may 

be reached at  221-0289 or  j anot ap@verizon.net .  

Upcoming Dat e s t o Re me mbe r  
 

 Nov.  3 Habit at  Workshop 

 Nov.  4 Mont hly Meet ing @ WRL,  9:00 a.m. 

 Nov.  16 Turf  & Landscape Love Workshops 

 Nov.  22 December Newslet t er Deadl ine 

 4/ 29-4/ 30 2011 Plant  Sale (Rec.  Cent er) 

 6/ 21-6/ 26   MG Col lege 2011 

 


